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Dear Panda Students and Families: 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying the "spring" 
weather. April is upon us with a full agenda. I do 
have a few reminders.  Spring pictures and/or 
payment for will be due on April 3rd. Please 
return the photos if you don’t plan to purchase 
them. If you need to register for Pre-
Kindergarten for 2017-2018, please come by 
the front office as soon as possible. Students 
who are going to Kindergarten in the next 
school year should also be registered. Please 
plan to attend our April 20 PTO meeting; 
Kindergarten and PreK will present a program 
at 7pm and should arrive by 6:45pm.  
 
Special thanks to our great PTO members for 
sponsoring a school Easter Egg Hunt.  There will 
be an Easter Egg Hunt for all children on April 
12 or 13. The PTO beauty pageants are on April 
8 at 5:30pm.  We are very thankful for our 
parents, volunteers and others who provide us 
with so much support! 
 
 There will also be an important third grade SOL 
PARENT MEETING AT 5:30pm on Tuesday, APRIL 
11.  We hope you can join us for dinner at 5pm. 
Third grade students can stay for a special 
tutoring session, have dinner and then parents 
will join us for the SOL parent night presentation. 
 

  Principal’s Message 

Edited by Pam Hylton,  School  Counselor   

Jeannie  King,  Pr incipa l  

 

Our annual Beauty Pageant will be held on April 8 starting 

at 5:30 for the princess pageant (Pre-K, Kindergarten and 

1st grade).  The queen pageant (2nd & 3rd) starts at 

7:30. Concessions will be available. Admission for the 

pageant will be $3 for adults and $1 for students.  The 

deadline to register is April 1. 

We continue to prepare for the upcoming SOL 
tests that will be given to our third graders in 
April and May. Testing will occur for third 
graders during the weeks of April 24 and May 
8.  Make-ups and qualifying retakes will be 
given during the weeks of May 1 and May 
15.  All students will take the end of year 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test in 
March, April or May as well. Please remind 
your child to take their time and do their best 
on any assessments. We will send you their 
score summary in the final report card. This 
information aids us in determining the best 
practices for all students. 
 
Thank you all for your support of our students, 
families, and staff. It is always a privilege and 
an honor to work with such a great 
community. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Jeannie T. King 

Principal 

 



 

 
World Down Syndrome Day was celebrated on March 21. Down syndrome occurs when an individual has a 
full or partial extra copy of chromosome 21. All grades participated by having a sock hop dance in the gym.  
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Third Grade News 

Academic and 
attendance  

prize drawing 
winners

 
Academic  

Madison Purdy 
Attendance 

 Mackenzie Harris 
    

Congratulations to VSBA 
second place winner, Christa 
Ubando, who is a 3rd grade 
student at PSPS! Dr. Sroufe 
and the PC School board 
honored this achievement on 
March 9. Pictured are Susan 
Service, art teacher for PSPS 
and HRMS and Dr. Sroufe, 
superintendent. 

 
 
 

Counselor’s Corner 

The topic of classroom guidance for 
third grade last month was test-
taking strategies.  Students learned 
about the “Test Monsters,” who try 
to make life miserable for students 
taking tests.  The first two are the 
Focus Monsters.  The Silly Monsters 
make kids act too wild and silly 
during tests.  The Squirrel Monster 
tries to distract kids with all kinds of 
unimportant details.  The next two 
are the Mood Monsters.  These 
monsters make a student Sad or Mad 
before and during tests, which 
causes them to have a bad attitude 
about their performance.  The third 
set of monsters are the Time 

Monsters.  They make students go 
too fast (“Speedy Monster”) or too 
slow (“Take Your Time Monster”).  
Students can combat these 
monsters by noticing them first, and 
then using positive self-talk to take 
charge of their own bodies and 
minds.  Students can also defeat the 
monsters by eating healthy, getting 
a good night’s sleep, and wearing 
comfortable clothes on test days. 

 

Attention Parents of 
Third Graders:  

Monday, April 10 
6:00pm 

You are invited to a 
Transition Night at 

HRMS. 
Fourth grade 

teachers will discuss 
ways to help your 

child have a smooth 

transition from PS.  



    The Patrick Springs Primary School Title I 
staff hosted a Family Math Night on 
Thursday, February 21, 2017 at the school. 
There were over 50 children and adults in 
attendance for this fun, activity-filled 
math celebration that was for the whole 
family. The event started in the gym with 
a warm welcome by our Title I teacher, 
Mrs. Amy Burnette. Then the Title I staff 
along with other staff members escorted 
the parents and other relatives to the 
cafeteria, where they were directed in 
making games, flash cards, and other 
activities for their child. The staff 
members showed parents ideas of how to 
help their child with math at home. Each 
parent had a take-home kit with 
manipulatives for math activities when 
they were finished. Meanwhile, in the gym, 
Principal Jeannie King read a math story to 
the students about owls and telling time. 

Then the students were divided into grade 
levels and went to stations on their level 
where they played math games and did 
math activities with staff members.  After 
forty-five minutes of fun, students and 
families then went to the cafeteria where 
they enjoyed a snack. Special thanks to 
Amy Burnette, Title I Teacher, Diane 
Rorrer and Teresa Havens, Title I teacher 
assistants for planning this wonderful event 
that encourages math! PSPS offers a big 
thanks to all of our staff members who 
came to share their math games and 
activities with our students and families. 
Also, thanks to our Title I Advisory Board 
who helped with planning this fun night 
and parents, Laurie Fulcher and Michelle 
Lawrence, who prepared the snacks for us. 
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Title I Math Night 
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News from Mrs. Kruse’s Room: 

Students in Mrs. Kruse's classroom enjoyed the spring 

like weather we had in our area at the beginning of 

March. Their students also love reading time! 

 

 

Jump Rope for Heart 
 
The Jump Rope for Heart event was held on February 17, 2017. Eighty Second and Third 
Graders jumped rope in various stations.  All students enjoyed a snack of fruit provided by 
parents.  The grand total raised was $766.00! 

             

 



April is Autism Awareness Month 

 “Love Needs No Words”  
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a complex developmental disability; signs typically 
appear during early childhood and affect a person’s ability to communicate, and 
interact with others. ASD is defined by a certain set of behaviors and is a “spectrum 
condition” that affects individuals differently and to varying degrees. There is no 
known single cause of autism, but it is generally accepted that it is caused by 
abnormalities in brain structure or function. Brain scans show differences in the shape 
and structure of the brain in children with autism compared to in neurotypical 
children. Researchers do not know the exact cause of autism but are investigating a 
number of theories, including the links among heredity, genetics and medical 
problems. Some of the behaviors associated with autism include: delayed learning of 
language with some never using language at all; use of repetitive language that is 
based on repeating what they hear (often referred to as echolalia); difficulty making 
eye contact or holding a conversation; difficulty with executive functioning, which 
relates to reasoning and planning; narrow, intense interests; poor motor skills’ and 
sensory sensitivities. The symptoms displayed by each individual are unique. 
Facts and Statistics 

 Autism is one of the fastest developmental disorders in the U.S. 
 About 1 percent of the world population has autism spectrum disorder. ASD 

occurs in all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups.  
 Prevalence in the United States is estimated at 1 in 68 births. About 4.5 times 

more common among boys 1 in 42. 
 More than 3.5 million Americans live with an autism spectrum disorder. 
 Autism costs a family $60,000 a year on average 
 It costs more than $8,600 extra per year to educate a student with autism. 

https://www.autism-society.org/ 

PSPS proudly supports 
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 Hailey’s Hope  Awareness Presents  

   One Mile   

 

 

 

 

April 22, 2017  10 am 
DeHart Park  

212 Johnson St.  

Stuart, VA 
 

     

For more information contact: Wendy Wilson (276) 695-6958  

wendy.wilson@patrick.k12.va.us 

 

 

https://www.autism-society.org/
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First Grade News 

Kindergarten News 

First grade students enjoyed performing at the March PTO meeting.  Their program 
included seasonal poems and songs.  Students began with the song “Sing into 
Spring.”  The finale of the evening was “The Bunny Boogie.”  First graders donned 
special bunny glasses to perform the lively number.  The students worked very hard 
to make the PTO program a great success.  Everyone had a wonderful time! 
 

 
 

April showers bring May flowers and our little 
kindergartners have blossomed over the last 30 
weeks.  Kindergarten students have learned 
their ABC’s and 123’s, how to tell time, addition, 
subtraction, all about George Washington, Abe 
Lincoln, along with many other things. 
Kindergarten teachers have really enjoyed 
having your child in class this year, it was very 
rewarding to watch them bloom and grow.  
During summer break, please continue to review 
letters, sounds, and sight words so they will be 
ready for 1st grade!!! 
Pictured on the right, Kindergarteners in Mrs. 
Foley’s class made their own sheep to remember 
the importance of honesty after reading “The 
Boy Who Cried Wolf” in classroom guidance. 
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Our second grade students have been busy writers this school year!  In fact, they are now published authors and 
illustrators!  To celebrate this great accomplishment, our second graders participated in a Writers’ Tea Party here at 
school.  The students ate Danish Wedding cookies, fruit, salami, cheese and crackers while drinking sweet tea or fruit 
punch.  This snack was eaten from tables lined in decorative tablecloths, battery-operated candles and flower petals. 
The children dressed up in formal attire for the occasion and everyone was able to “show off” their hard work. 
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Second Grade News 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

April 3 4 

 
5 6 

Tutoring  
Grades 2&3 

 2:50-4:30 

7 
Third Graders 

visit HRMS 
 

8  
Beauty Pageant 
5:30 Princess 
7:30 Queen 

10 
Grade 3 

Transition 
Night at HRMS 

6:00pm 

11 
Grade 3 SOL 
Parent Night 
Dinner 5:00 

Program 5:30 

12 
 

13 

No Tutoring  
 
 
 
 

14 
NO SCHOOL 

 

15 
Easter Break 

 
17  

NO SCHOOL 
Easter Break 

 

18 
 

19  

Interim Reports 
Available by 

Parent Request 

 

20 
7:00 PTO Meeting 

PK/K Students 
arrive at 6:45 

 
Tutoring  

Grades 2&3 
 2:50-4:30 

21 
 

 

22 

24 
 
 

25 
  
 

26 
Math SOL 

Test Grade 3 
  

27 
Math SOL Test 

Grade 3 
Tutoring  

Grades 2&3 
 2:50-4:30  

28 
 

29 

27 
 

28 29 30 
Tutoring  

Grades 2&3 
 2:50-4:30  

 

31 May 1 

Upcoming Dates:  
May 3, 4, SOL Make up for math 
May 9, 10 Reading SOL tests gr. 3 
May 16-17 Make up Reading Tests 
May 24th Dairy Mobile Unit visits PS 
   

End of School Year Information: 
May 25th Award Assemblies – PK/K 9am, 2nd grade 10am, 
1st grade Noon, 3rd grade 1pm with reception to follow 
May 26 – Students ½ day, last day of school 
 

Patrick Springs Primary School 

75 Elementary Lane 

Patrick Springs, VA 24133 

Phone: 694-3396 

PTO Easter Egg Hunts 


